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TEZ ANCIENT PIEDMONT BOUTE OF NOBTHEBN MESO- 
POTAMIA. 

By ELLEN C. SEPPLE. 

8ec. 28,19l8.] 
(Ab&&.) 

[Presented at the Baltimore meetin d the Association d American Qeographers, 

Climate played an important art in ma-kn the ancient 

one between the Orient and the Metfitenanea! %he 2ed 
Sea route, geo aphically attractive, was relative1 little 

the upper part aa if in a funnel between the high-confmmg 
walls of the Anatolian a.nd Lybian Plateaus. The north- 
ern Mesopotamian route, topographically easy and direct, 
had, besides, a favorable climate. The winter snows on 
the mountains yielded water slowly enough to make the 
small amount of recipitation (10 inches) suffi- 
cient to irrigate and thus to support a senes 
of dismmected on the piedmont. It was 
through these towns that the ancient commerce moved; 
and it is thou  h these t o m s  on the same sites that the 

piedmont route of northern J eso otamia t e mnci al 

used because o F the strong northwest winds whic.h l ley in 

present Bagda d Railroad paases.-C. F. B. 

PAST M D  PBESENT CLXMATES OF O W  LEADING CBOP 
P U N T S .  

By H. C. COWLES. 
[Presentad at the Baltimore meeting of the Association d American Geographm, 

Dee. 27,1818.1 

(Abstract.) 

Most crop plants have originated in what are now tropi- 
cal or subtropical regions; tropical America, Malapa, 
and the Levant. The potato alone of the major crops 
came from a cool region. Many of the crops are now 
grown on1 outside the Tropics, while others are still 

mutation, or perhaps acchmatization, rather than change 
of dimate, is responsible for the change of habitat of 
most of our crop plants, while the rest have not moved. 
An interesting phase of plant origin is that for many the 
place of origm is by far not the best habitat for that 
plant. A cold-resistant plant is as  likely to originate 
(though not as likely to survive) in n warm as in a cold 
region.-C?. F. B. 

raised in t z eir original zope. It is generally agreed that 


